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Summary of scientific research

The scientific problems investigated by Claude Cohen-Tannoudji deal with radiation-matter
interactions. With his collaborators he has written five books on quantum mechanics, quantum
electrodynamics and quantum optics, and about 200 theoretical and experimental papers on



various problems of atomic physics and quantum optics. During his Ph.D. done under the
supervision of Alfred Kastler and Jean Brossel, he predicted that atomic energy levels should be
displaced by light and he observed the corresponding light shifts. A few years later, he showed
that very narrow level crossing resonances can be observed in atomic ground states and he
detected in this way very weak magnetic fields (in the nanogauss range). With his students, S.
Haroche, J. Dupont-Roc, S. Reynaud and J. Dalibard, he developed the dressed atom approach
for describing atom-photon interactions. This approach has been very useful, not only in
understanding in a synthetic way various physical effects in the RF and optical domains (Autler-
Townes effect, fluorescence triplet, photon antibunching, intermittent fluorescence, dipole forces
...), but also in discovering new physical effects (cancellation of an atomic g-factor by a RF field,
time correlations between frequency filtered photons, Sisyphus effect ...). He developed simple
physical pictures for radiative corrections such as the Lamb shift and the spin anomaly g-2. During
the last fifteen years, he has made with his collaborators, A. Aspect, J. Dalibard and Ch. Salomon,
several contributions to the field of manipulation of atoms by light, such as the Sisyphus cooling
mechanism where a moving atom is running up potential hills more frequently than down, or the
use of velocity selective dark states for cooling atoms at one, two and three dimensions, below the
limit corresponding to the recoil kinetic energy of an atom emitting or absorbing a single photon.
Other recent contributions have investigated gravitational cavities for neutral atoms where cold
atoms bounce (up to 10 times) off a mirror formed by an evanescent wave, and the quantization of
atomic motion and the localization of atoms in periodic optical potential wells. Very recently, his
group has observed Bose-Einstein condensation of helium atoms in a metastable state. He was
co-laureate of the 1997 Nobel Prize in Physics for the development of methods to cool and trap
atoms with laser light.
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