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Paleoanthropologist Zeresenay “Zeray” Alemseged was born in 1969 in Axum, Ethiopia and is
currently the Donald N. Pritzker Professor in the Department of Organismal Biology and Anatomy
at the University of Chicago, USA. Before moving to Chicago, he served as a senior scientist at
the California Academy of Sciences in San Francisco, the Max Planck Institute in Leipzig,
Germany and a postdoc at Arizona State University. His work focuses on the investigation of
fundamental question of how we became humans through the process of evolution after our
separation from the chimpanzees around seven million years ago. He has published over 70 peer
reviewed scientific papers, contributed to several books and has done extensive scientific and
public presentations. Besides, his work has been featured on highly rated platforms including TED,
CNN, BBC, NOVA PBS etc. He is a member/fellow of the American Association for the
Avancement of Science, the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the California Academy of
Sciences and the Ethiopian Academy of Science.

Professor Alemseged undertakes cutting edge field and laboratory research in the field of human
evolution and paleoanthropology. To achieve these goals, he conduct multidisciplinary
paleoanthropological field work in some of the hominin fossil hotspots in Africa while also applying
novel imaging and visualization methods to analyze and interpret fossils of early human ancestors.
The main theme of his research revolves around elucidating the milestone events that shaped the



course of human evolution after the human lineage separated from the chimpanzee lineage
around 7 million years ago. Among the top questions he asks and has contributed answer to are:
1) what was the tempo, mode and patterns of upright walking at different stages of our evolution;
2) when and where did our lineage start to use and make stone tools to interact with nature and
other species; 3) when and how did we acquire childhood, the extended dependence of young
individuals on care givers, which makes H.sapiens infants highly dependent but facilitates strong
bonding; 4) what evolutionary processes led to the emergence of our genus Homo around 3
million years ago and ultimately the advent of our species, Homo sapiens around 300,000 years
ago; 5) what are the key environmental and climatic factors that have shaped the aforementioned
key events and many other aspects of human evolution through time and space.
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