
Prof. Mario José Molina
Professor, Nobel laureate in Chemistry, 1995

Most important awards, prizes and academies
Awards: Tyler Ecology and Energy Prize (1983); UNEP-Sasakawa Prize (1999); Esselen Award
(1987); Newcomb-Cleveland Prize (AAAS) (1988); Nobel Prize in Chemistry (1995). Academies:
National Academy of Sciences; Institute of Medicine, USA; American Chemical Society; American
Physical Society; Fellow, American Geophysical Union; National College of Mexico.

Summary of scientific research
Prof. Molina predicted in 1974 (together with F.S. Rowland) that CFC gases being used in spray
cans, as refrigerants and solvents, etc., would eventually deplete the ozone layer. This laid the
ground for the discovery of the 'ozone hole' over the Antarctic. Subsequent work in large measure
explained the mechanism by which ozone depletion over the poles comes about.
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