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Summary of scientific research

The research interests of George Coyne have ranged from study of the lunar surface, antecedent
to the NASA Ranger and Apollo Programs, to the birth of stars. He has pioneered a special
technique, polarimetry, as a powerful tool in astronomical re-search. Currently he is studying
cataclysmic variable stars, binary stars where one star is a superdense object which is capturing
matter from its companion. He is also searching for protopla-netary disks about young stars. He
has published more than 100 articles in reviewed scientific journals and has been the editor of a
number of books. Parallel to his scientific research he has developed an interest in the history and
philosophy of science and in the relationship between science and religion. Thus he founded the
series of studies concerning controversies about Galileo, entitled Studi Galileiani, and he is one of
the principal organizers of a series of conferences on the theme of Scientific Perspectives on



Divine Action.
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